The period has at length arrived, when the profession to which we belong assumes a commanding position in the public eye, and challenges successful rivalship with the other useful and profitable avocations of men.
This fact is not less auspicious to society at large, than to the professors of Dental Science, and the practitioners of the Dental Art.
Even the Members of the Medical Profession, so proverbial for their reluctance to encourage innovations in the healing art, are beginning to discover the importance of our co-operation in mitigating the woes, and protracting the duration of human existence. The achievement of this object is to be ascribed to the noble spirit of virtuous enterprise with which the present age is inspired, and which we see displayed in every department of human industry and skill. If this spirit is sometimes developed in excess, as when the splendid steam-vessel, ploughing in majesty the billows of the ocean, is followed by the stupid steam-doctor, digging the graves of his victims on the land, it is nevertheless, the consecrated agency by which the destinies of the world are to be gloriously accomplished, and which already has so far transformed the aspect of society, that, could the man who has slept for the last half century, be awakened from his slumbers, 
